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Quality homes and large lots
have been characteristic of
Portlock and Koko Kai since resi-
dential development in the area
picked up momentum in the 1960s.
Growth continued to accelerate
into the 70s and 80s driven prima-
rily by the development of Hawaii
Kai across Kalanianaole Highway,
the depletion of buildable ocean-
front land in other neighborhoods
bordering Maunalua Bay, and the
conversion of former Bishop
Estate lands to fee simple.

Kamaaina families favored the
peninsula for its sense of privacy
and spectacular views of the

ocean, the coastline, Diamond
Head, and sunsets. Henry Kaiser
chose Portlock as the setting for
his personal residence, a sprawl-
ing oceanfront estate. Many of the
original homes have been remod-
eled many times, and second and
third generations of the families
who built them still live there.
Over the past five years, the entire
neighborhood, which actually
comprises three separate
enclaves -- Portlock Road proper,
Koko Kai extending up the lower
slopes of Koko Head, and the
Triangle -- has been moving
upscale with oceanfront homes

commanding prices equal to those
in the Diamond Head/Kahala area.

Currently Choi International is
marketing seven upscale proper-
ties in Portlock and Koko Kai.
Realtor Julianna Garris has recent-
ly listed a 40,720 square foot prop-
erty at 500 Portlock Road with two
separate dwellings, one built in
1955 and the other added in the
1970s. "The property has been in

the current owner’s family since
they acquired it in 1966," Garris
said. "It’s always been a second
home for the family who were orig-
inally banana and avocado farmers
on the Big Island and later became
developers of subdivisions in
Kona. When they came to Oahu to
purchase a second residence, they

Poipu Drive home listed by Patricia Choi

Portlock And Koko Kai Continue Moving Upscale
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Waipahu/94-302 Paiwa St.
Plantation Town Apt.
OPEN 12 - 5 p.m.
1 Bdrm from $131,500
2 Bdrm from $230,000
3 Bdrm from $291,000
Bus stops in front. New appli-
ances. Low to no down payment
possible.

See our ad in the classified
section for more
information.

Call 398-6200 or 368-8053
Hawaiian Island Homes Ltd.

FROM  $131,500 (FS)

Harbor Square
700 Richards St.#708
OPEN Sun 2-5 p.m.
Remodeled 1 bed/1 bath.
Travertine floors and larger
living room. Located across
from Aloha Tower Market-
place.

Lisa Tengan (RA) 952-3172
Hawaiian Island Homes Ltd.

$379,000 (FS)

Makaweli Place home listed by
Julianna Garris

found that Portlock was the only
area that offered a large size par-
cel with a rural setting close to a
city.

"Many of the homes offer sweep-
ing ocean and Diamond Head
views, and without having to drive
up a steep hillside. Also, when you
drive out to the east end of Oahu
from Honolulu you are able to
enjoy views of the coast,
Moanalua Bay, the Hawaii Kai
marina and canals, and Koko
Head. Another important point
made by my client is that close
proximity to the water does not
mean exposure to the salt spray
that often settles on windows and
furnishings because the prevailing
wind moves mauka to makai and
carries it away from the coast. And
there is nothing quite like the view
of the sun setting behind Diamond
Head that residents of this com-
munity can enjoy from their lanai
or living room nearly every
evening. Considering all these
attractive features, homes in this
area remain a very good value in
comparison to other high end
neighborhoods." Garris has listed
the property at $3,750,000 and
notes that it has "great potential
for a large family compound or pri-
vate estate."

Garris is also listing a home on
Makaweli Place that she describes
as "an exquisite oasis with a tran-
quil Neighbor Island ambiance."
Located on a private cul-de sac,
the unique Balinese-style home
captures unobstructed coastal
and Diamond Head views. Again,
the lot is an expansive 19,176
square feet and has been profes-
sionally landscaped incorporating
such features as a waterfall and
Hawaiian flora. The four bedroom,
three bath house, originally built

in 1967, has been recently remod-
eled. "The open floor plan is ideal
for entertaining," Garris said.
"Guests will enjoy the inviting
swimming pool and large usable
yard area with outdoor barbecue,
sauna, and shower. Some excep-
tional design elements are use of
exotic hardwoods for flooring and
trim throughout, along with natu-
ral stone, and other elegant detail-
ing." The home is offered at
$3,288,000.

"Portlock and Koko Kai are
evolving into an international
community with buyers from all
over the world...from Europe and
Asia and from California to New
York," said Patricia Choi, Principal
Broker of Choi International. Choi,
who has been listing and selling
properties in Hawaii’s upscale
neighborhoods since the 1980s,
was named the nation’s third high-
est top producing agent in a rank-
ing published in 2006. "We are see-
ing an interesting mix of second
and third home owners and long-
time local residents in today’s
Portlock area. Clients from the
midwestern U. S., who purchased
a home where they spend about
six months each year, told me they
like the neighborhood because
they have made many new friends
here. There’s a real sense of com-
munity. This coupled with all the
recreational opportunities within
walking distance....swimming,
surfing, kayaking, fishing, and
more...and the growth of Hawaii
Kai with all its shops, restaurants,
theaters, and services makes
Portlock and Koko Kai one of
Oahu’s most desirable neighbor-
hoods."

Among Patricia Choi’s listings is
a 18,414 square foot Portlock Road
property with 93 linear feet of

ocean frontage in what she
describes as "an exceptional,
secluded location offering spec-
tacular ocean and sunset views."
The single-level main residence
with 2,896 square feet and 915
square foot guest house, built in
1952, were remodeled in 2004.
Special features include an ocean-
side pool with brick and tile patio,
a spacious screened-in porch
opening to the landscaped
grounds, and a master bedroom
with a sitting area and ocean view.
The home is offered under
appraisal at $4,500,000.

A contemporary residence on
Poipu Drive, also listed by Patricia
Choi, is perched on a 28,077
square foot lot on the cliffs of
Koko Kai...a location that offers a
220 degree view of the ocean,
coastline, and Diamond Head, cap-
turing both sunrise and sunset.
Built in 1971, the 4,751 square foot
home with 2,899 square foot open
lanai was completely renovated in
2004 with high quality materials,
such as Brazilian cherry wood and
travertine flooring throughout.
The split-level design maximizes
ocean and hillside views from
every room while providing priva-
cy and separate living areas.
Special features include a swim-
ming pool with spa and waterfall,
outdoor shower, spacious stone
decks, an office, gourmet kitchen,
and gated driveway. The estate is
offered at $7,770,000.

Another Poipu Drive estate has
been listed by Choi International
Realtor Mary LaVoie at
$12,800,000. The home is situated
on an acre of oceanfront land at an
elevation that gives it a 280 degree
view of the ocean to Diamond
Head. Built in 1976, the 8,695
square foot home and 2,324

square foot guest house with a
total of seven bedroom suites
were recently remodeled.
Numerous luxury amenities
include a gourmet kitchen, home
theater, gym, wine cellar, and
swimming pool with a waterfall.
LaVoie noted that, "Excellent secu-
rity and privacy make this estate
the ultimate personal resort with
special appeal for celebrities and
international buyers."

LaVoie is also offering two
homes on Portlock Road. One,
priced at $1,990,750, is located on
an approximately half acre lot just
across the road from Portlock’s
Secrets Beach. The three bedroom
home has an interior living area of
2,504 square feet plus a 650 square
foot lanai. According to LaVoie,
the home "features gorgeous lush
tropical foliage, a large manicured
lawn, a salt water swimming pool,
spa, and outdoor entertainment
area."

She describes her other listing
on Portlock Road as an "architect
designed, well built, two story res-
idence, ideal for a large family with
its six bedrooms and ready to
move in." Built in 1991 and remod-
eled in 2005, the home features ten
foot sliding doors, new kitchen
appliances, a sauna, Viking barbe-
cue, pool table, wet bar, new
travertine tiled lanais, privacy
walls, and a 50 foot swimming pool
and spa. The upper level affords
ocean views and beach access is
just a few steps away. The price is
$3,200,000. "This is a rare property
in that it has its own deeded beach
access. In my opinion, Portlock
Road and Koko Kai oceanfront are
the next Kahala Avenue," La Voie
said.


